Jacksonville Florida Times Union - 11/18/2021

JIA set to welcome
2 new restaurants in 2022
DAILY
DISCOUNTS
& SAVINGS ...

LOCAL, 1B

PAGE 2A

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021 | JACKSONVILLE.COM

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

GOP-led
Legislature
hands Gov.
DeSantis
a victory
John Kennedy
Capital Bureau | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

This is a rendering of The Lodge, a new community home model for adults with intellectual and developmental
differences with a focus on mental-health services. PROVIDED BY THE ARC JACKSONVILLE

Nonproﬁt creates special
residence for its adults
It’s for people who have developmental diﬀerences
Beth Reese Cravey
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union
USA TODAY NETWORK

In 2023 a handful of Jacksonvillearea adults who have intellectual or developmental diﬀerences will move into
a special new residence that will be the

ﬁrst of its kind in Florida.
The Lodge will have in-home mentalhealth services.
The six adults who live there will receive personalized services from mental-health professionals, consultation
with a psychiatrist, independent living
skills training, supervision, assistance

and other services.
The “wrap-around residential service” concept will help residents build
coping skills to address their mentalhealth needs and provide in-home crisis prevention and early intervention,
according to The Arc Jacksonville,
which recently announced the project
See HOUSING, Page 3A
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The book in question, “All Boys
Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto,”
was available in three school libraries,
according to the police report Woolbright ﬁled. The young adult memoir
chronicles the experiences of author
George M. Johnson, who uses they/

TALLAHASSEE — With Republicans touting their defense of personal
freedom and Democrats condemning
the special session called by Gov. Ron
DeSantis as a political stunt, lawmakers approved measures Wednesday
aimed at blocking any kind of vaccineor-test mandates.
The outcome of the three-day session was never in doubt.
The Republican-controlled Legislature was poised Wednesday afternoon
to ﬁnish work on a package of bills that
both defy the Biden administration’s
vaccine-or-test
requirements for larger
businesses and stop local governments from
enacting such standards.
The legislation was
approved
earlier
DeSantis
Wednesday by the
House and was awaiting ﬁnal Senate
action that afternoon.
DeSantis called lawmakers back to
the Capitol primarily to ﬁght the White
House in what Democrats condemned
as a political play to enhance the governor’s national image and aﬃrm his
support among Floridians who refuse
vaccinations.
“What are we doing?” asked Rep.
Kelly Skidmore, D-Boca Raton. “We
are agreeing with a loud minority that
vaccines are bad.”
She added, “We are devolving into
making sure we are taking care of our
political health, not our public health.”
See SESSION, Page 2A
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as its latest initiative to serve the special-needs community.
“Our entire existence is built upon
creating more opportunities for independence in the daily lives of people
with IDD [intellectual or developmental
diﬀerences],” said Bill Adams, the nonproﬁt’s vice president of mental-health
and day services. “Equipping any person with the tools to create, maintain or
regain emotional stability in their life
plays a signiﬁcant role in both the feeling and action of being independent.”

‘Spreading our approach into
other settings’
About 32 percent of people with IDD
also have mental-health issues. Most
services for them, Adams said, focus on
daily living activities training and “leave
out the barriers that mental-health concerns might cause along the way.”
“Addressing these concerns in a residential setting will fast-track overcoming these obstacles and allow people to
experience more autonomy,” he said.
“Healthy autonomy typically leads to
healthy decisions and healthy relationships. Independent living, stable employment and engagement in the community should all improve as well.”
The Lodge will be the ﬁrst such “residential option” in Florida licensed by
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities for individuals with intellectual or
developmental diﬀerences “with a secondary diagnosis of mental-health
challenges,” according to The Arc.
“The reality of residential options for
many individuals with IDD who struggle with mental-health concerns is not
as simple as lacking a home but rather a
living situation that does not set them
up for success,” according to The Arc.
The $2.3 million project will house
six adults in one-bedroom, studio
apartments. Each apartment will have a
small kitchenette, living room, bedroom
and bathroom with shared living
spaces.
The home will be built on property
adjacent to The Arc Jacksonville Village
on Hodges Boulevard, a $22 million, 32acre private rental community for
adults with intellectual and developmental diﬀerences that The Arc opened
in 2016.

In 2016 Maddie Bevill, left, is welcomed by Betsy Zahn to The Arc Jacksonville Village, Florida’s ﬁrst planned community of
affordable rental homes for adults with intellectual and developmental differences. BRUCE LIPSKY/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

‘This makes so much sense’
Adams said planning for The Lodge
has been underway for three years, with
staﬀ researching new mental-health
service models.
“It was not all that long ago that mental-health services were not even recognized as a meaningful option or eﬀective treatment method for people with
IDD,” he said. “Spreading our approach
into other settings, both conventional
and nontraditional, is a testament to the
positive impact and outcomes mentalhealth treatment can produce for this
population.”
After three years of study, he said,
witnessing the beginnings of The Lodge
“is diﬃcult to put into words. I am fortunate to be a part of a team of people that
support such endeavors and a group of
stakeholders who truly see the value.”
Potential residents are already making inquiries.
“The typical reaction,” he said, “is ‘Oh
my god, this makes so much sense.
We’ve been looking for something like
this forever and never thought it was
possible.’”

Funding for The Lodge will come
from a capital campaign that will cover
all design, construction, infrastructure,
equipment and furnishings, as well as a
vehicle, staﬀ training and start-up
costs, spokeswoman Sara McMillan
said. The campaign is to wrap up in
early 2022, and groundbreaking on the
project will be in March 2022 with construction complete the following year.
The campaign leader is Steve Suddath, board chairman of Suddath, a
Jacksonville-based moving and storage
business. Key funders include Suddath,
the Jim Moran Foundation, the Riverside Hospital Foundation and the
Thomas M. & Irene B. Kirbo Charitable
Foundation.
“We are happy to … support The
Lodge where residents will be empowered to lead fulﬁlling and more independent lives by prioritizing mental health
and wellness,” said Jan Moran, chairwoman and president of The Jim Moran
Foundation.
The Lodge will be the last initiative to
get underway during the tenure of Jim
Whittaker, who retires Dec. 31 after 21
years as president and CEO of The Arc

Jacksonville and a total of 46 years
working with people who have intellectual and developmental diﬀerences.
“The Arc Jacksonville has a long history of seeking input from families and
persons served, which helps our staﬀ
and board develop new innovative services and supports,” he said. “The Lodge
is one such project which will make a
signiﬁcant diﬀerence in the lives of both
residents and families. I … have enjoyed
working with a creative staﬀ and board
members who are excited to take risks
while thinking out of the box to improve
the lives of those we serve.”
Whether or not there will be additional Lodges remains to be seen.
The nonproﬁt “will continue to assess the residential needs of individuals
with IDD in our community,” Whittaker
said. “There is certainly a possibility
that future homes will be developed and
designed according to the needs of the
residents.”
His successor is Kari Bates, who has
been executive director of the The Arc of
Putnam County since 2019.
bcravey@jacksonville.com,
(904)
359-4109
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